Mechanisms of Development is an international journal whose purpose is to communicate contemporary studies in developmental biology with special emphasis on the characterization of molecular mechanisms underlying development processes in either vertebrates, invertebrates or plants. Areas of particular interest include embryogenesis, pattern formation, cell determination and differentiation, speci®cation of tissue type, targeted disruptions of developmental control genes, the roles of transcription factors in development, regulatory hierarchies of gene expression, cell-cell communication and signal transduction in development, as well as post-transcriptional controls of developmental processes such as regulated splicing and protein modi®cation. Such a focus should provide a unique forum for comparing and contrasting strategies of development among a wide spectrum of organisms. The Editors are strongly committed to establishing the highest standards of quality and scienti®c merit, and guarantee rapid communication of important contributions.
Types of papers
The journal will publish full-length articles describing original, high quality research. Reviews, Gene expression patterns and Spotlight papers (personal commentaries) will also feature in the journal. Letters to the Editor relating to published material in the journal are welcome. Instructions to authors for the Gene expression patterns can be found on p. 149 of this issue and on the World Wide Web: http://www. elsevier.com/locate/modo
Submission of papers
Submission of papers to Mechanisms of Development is understood to imply that the data contained therein have not previously been published (except in abstract form) nor are being considered for publication elsewhere, and that they have been tacitly or explicitly approved by the responsible authorities in the laboratories where the work was carried out. Manuscripts submitted under multiple authorship are reviewed on the assumption that all listed authors concur with the submission and have approved the ®nal manuscript. If accepted, the paper shall not be published either whole or in part elsewhere in the same or any other language without the consent of the Publisher. Submission also implies the transfer of the copyright from the author to the Publisher.
Only submissions in English will be considered. One original plus three copies for Research papers and one original plus two copies for Review papers and Gene expression pattern papers should be submitted (copy sets of photographs must be original prints) to one of the Editorial Of®ces. Please indicate in the cover letter the exact word count for all Gene expression pattern papers. Copies of submitted manuscripts will not be returned except in the case of rejected articles, where only the original manuscript and ®gures are returned to the author. Papers that do not conform to the general criteria for publication in Mechanisms of Development will be returned immediately to authors to avoid unnecessary delay in submission elsewhere. The decision of the Editors is ®nal; the Editors cannot enter into correspondence about a paper that is considered unsuitable for publication. For complete information on ®nal submission of papers, please see the MOD checklist on p. 169 of this issue. Please read this checklist carefully and cross-check items before ®nal submission. 
Electronic manuscripts
Electronic manuscripts have the advantage that there is no need for the rekeying of text, thereby avoiding the possibility of introducing errors and resulting in reliable and fast delivery of proofs. For the initial submission of manuscripts for consideration, hardcopies are suf®cient. For the processing of accepted papers electronic versions are preferred. After ®nal acceptance your disk plus four/three (Research papers/Review papers, Gene expression pattern papers), ®nal and exactly matching printed versions should be submitted together. Double density (DD) or high density (HD) diskettes (3 or 5 inch) are acceptable. It is important that the ®le saved is in the native format of the wordprocessor program used. Label the disk with the name of computer and wordprocessing package used, your name, and the name of the ®le on the disk. For 
Organisation of the manuscript
The general organisation of the sections, nomenclature, reference system, etc., are the same as those adopted by the major cell biology journals (e.g., Cell, The EMBO Journal).
Manuscripts should be typewritten/printed double-spaced with wide margins throughout; those produced with dot-matrix printers are not acceptable. Words to be printed in italics are to be in italic font or underlined. Title page, abstract, tables, legends to ®gures and reference list should each be provided on separate sheets of paper. The title page should include: the title, the name(s) and af®liation(s) of the author(s), an address for correspondence, and telephone/fax numbers and e-mail address for editorial queries. All articles should include an Abstract (a single paragraph) of no more than 120 words and 36 key words for abstracting and indexing purposes. The text should be ordered under the following headings: Introduction, Results, Discussion (may be combined with Results), Experimental Procedures, Acknowledgements (when appropriate), References.
Illustrations
Photographs should be presented on semi-matt or matt paper (please do not use high gloss paper on lower end printers). Magni®cation should be indicated by a line representing the actual scale of reproduction (0.1 mm, 1 mm or 10 mm); the use of magni®cation factors is to be avoided where possible. Illustrations will not be redrawn by the Publisher: line ®gures should be suitable for direct reproduction. They should be prepared with black ink on white paper, or be black-and-white prints: they should be completely and consistently lettered, the size of the lettering being appropriate to that of the illustration, taking into account the necessary reduction in size. Nucleic acid sequences should be submit as sharp, clear prints already reduced close to the required width while retaining perfect legibility (e.g. the letters C and G must be perfectly distinguishable). Illustrations should be designed to ®t either a single column (84 mm wide) or the full text width (175 mm). However, if speci®cally requested by the author(s), plates may be reproduced larger than the typeset area; all originals for these should have the same proportions to achieve uniformity in their presentation. N.B. When plates are required to ®ll the entire page, the originals should have the dimensions 215 £ 285 mm and contain no essential information or labelling near the edges. Each illustration should be clearly marked on the reverse side with the name of the author(s), the number of the illustration and its orientation (top); use a soft pencil or preferably a felt-tipped pen for marking photographs. For more information on ®nal submission of®gures, please see the MOD checklist on p. 151 of this issue. Please read this checklist carefully and cross-check items before ®nal submission of ®gures.
Authors are encouraged to submit illustrations electronically with the hard copy. Submitting illustrations in an electronic format helps Elsevier to produce an author's work to the best possible standards ensuring accuracy, clarity and a high level of detail. For more detailed speci®cations on submitting electronic illustrations, please see the following webpage: http://www.elsevier.nl/locate/authorartwork
Colour ®gures
The cost of colour reproduction will not be charged to the author. However, the decision to publish ®gures in colour will be left to the Editors' discretion.
Tables
All tables must be cited in the text and have titles. Number them consecutively with Arabic numerals. Table titles should be complete but brief. Information other than that de®ning the data should be presented as footnotes. Only horizontal rules should be included, and kept to a minimum.
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Authors are responsible for the accuracy of the references. Only published articles and those in press (the journal should be stated) may be included; unpublished results and personal communications should be cited as such in the text. In the text a reference should be cited by author and date; where there are more than two authors, state ®rst author's name followed by`et al.' References should be listed alphabetically at the end of the paper and include, in the following order: all authors (surnames followed by initials), year, the full title of the article, journal title (abbreviated according to the 
Ethics of experimentation
Authors describing investigations in animals or on human tissue must specify that the research conformed to the stipulations of the appropriate institutional review body and ethics committee.
Materials
Publication of a research article in Mechanisms of Development is taken to imply that the authors are prepared to distribute materials, used in the published experiments (e.g. cells, DNA, antibodies), to academic researchers for their own use. Nucleic acid and protein sequences should be deposited in the appropriate databases.
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One set of proofs will be supplied to the author to check for typesetting accuracy: no changes to the original manuscript will be allowed at this stage. In the interests of publication time, authors should respond as quickly as possible, preferably by FAX. 50 free reprints are supplied per contribution: an additional number may be ordered at the prices quoted on the order form sent to the corresponding author.
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